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Green Seal  
http://www.greenseal.org  
 

 
 
Founded in 1989, Green Seal provides science-based environmental certification 
standards. Specifically, Green Seal meets the criteria of ISO 14020 and 14024, the 
standards for ecolabelling set by the International Organization for Standardization 
(ISO); the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's criteria for third-party certifiers of 
environmentally preferable products; and the criteria for bona fide ecolabelling bodies 
of the Global Ecolabelling Network. Green Seal works with manufacturers, industry 
sectors, purchasing groups, and governments at all levels to "green" the production 
and purchasing chain. They utilize a life-cycle approach, which means they evaluate 
a product or service beginning with material extraction, continuing with manufacturing 
and use, and ending with recycling and disposal. Green Seal standards for paper 
products include criteria in four areas: for performance, environmental impact, 
packaging, and labelling. Each type of paper product must meet specific recycling 
and bleaching standards. Products only become Green Seal certified after rigorous 
testing and evaluation. 
 
 
European Union Eco-label 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm 
 

This is an official Europe-wide award for non-food products that minimise impact on 
the environment. Products must be independently certified, and have to meet criteria 
for all the main environmental impacts across their whole life cycle. It is a voluntary 
scheme designed to encourage businesses to market products and services that are 
kinder to the environment and for European consumers - including public and private 
purchasers - to easily identify them. The Flower can also be found throughout the 
European Union as well as in Norway, Liechtenstein and Iceland. The European Eco-
label is part of a broader strategy aimed at promoting sustainable consumption and 
production. The scheme came into operation in late 1992 and was designed to 
identify products which are less harmful to the environment than equivalent brands. 
For example, eco-labels will be awarded to products that do not contain 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) which damage the ozone layer, to those products that 
can be, or are, recycled, and to those that are energy efficient. The labels are 
awarded on environmental criteria set by the European Union. 
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EcoLogo / Environmental Choice 
http://www.ecologo.org  
 

 
 
EcoLogo is a very well recognised and respected certification of environmental 
leadership in North America. By setting standards and certifying products in more 
than 120 categories, EcoLogo helps identify, trust, buy, and sell environmentally 
preferable (“green”) goods and services. EcoLogo is a founding member of the 
Global EcoLabelling Network (GEN). 
 
 
The "Nordic Swan"- Finland, Sweden, Denmark Eco-label 
http://www.ymparistomerkki.fi (Finlande) 
http://www.svanen.nu (Sweden) 
http://www.ecolabel.dk (Denmark) 
 

 
 
The Nordic Swan is the official Nordic ecolabel, introduced by the Nordic Council of 
Ministers. It is used in Finland, Sweden, and Denmark. The Swan logo demonstrates 
that a product is a good environmental choice. The green symbol is available for 
around 60 product groups for which it is felt that ecolabelling is needed and will be 
beneficial. These days, everything from washing-up liquid to furniture and hotels can 
carry the Swan label.  The Swan checks that products fulfil certain criteria using 
methods such as samples from independent laboratories, certificates and control 
visits. The label is usually valid for three years, after which the criteria are revised 
and the company must reapply for a licence.  
 
 
"El Distintiu"- Catalonian Eco-label 
http://mediambient.gencat.net/cat/empreses/ecoproductes_i_ecoserveis/distintiu.jsp  
 

 
 
The Emblem of Guarantee of Environmental Quality is an eco-labelling scheme 
created under the Catalan Government. The Emblem provides consumers and users 
with better, more reliable information and it promotes the design, production, 
marketing, use and consumption of products and services that fulfil certain 
environmental quality requirements beyond those established as compulsory under 
current regulations. 
 
The objectives are: 
 
-  To promote the design, production, marketing, use and consumption of 

products and services that favour waste minimisation or the recovery and 

http://www.ecologo.org/�
http://www.ymparistomerkki.fi/�
http://www.svanen.nu/�
http://www.ecolabel.dk/�
http://mediambient.gencat.net/cat/empreses/ecoproductes_i_ecoserveis/distintiu.jsp�
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reuse of by-products, materials and substances they contain, and also those 
that save resources, especially energy and water; 

-  To give users and consumers better, more reliable information on the 
environmental quality of products and services to help them in their choice of 
use or purchase. It is compatible with other official environmental quality 
guarantee schemes.  

 
 
Milieukeur – Netherlands Eco-label  
http://www.milieukeur.nl  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Milieukeur is a life cycle labelling system for environmentally preferable goods 
and services in the Netherlands. The certification covers multiple environmental 
attributes for the whole of the product's life cycle. 
 
 
Der Blaue Engel (The Blue Angel) – German Eco-label 
http://www.blauer-engel.de  
 

 
 
The Blue Angel was created in 1978 on the initiative of the Federal Minister of 
the Interior and approved by the Ministers of the Environment of the federal 
government and the federal states. The Blue Angel promotes the concerns of 
both environmental protection and consumer protection. Therefore, it is 
awarded to products and services that are of considerable benefit to the 
environment and, at the same time, meet high standards of serviceability and 
health and occupational protection:  economical use of raw materials during 
production and use, a long service life and a sustainable disposal. Consumers 
find the Blue Angel eco-label on the product itself while Blue Angel 
ecolabelled services make it part of their service offers. 
 
 
Umweltzeichen – Austrian Eco-label 
http://www.umweltzeichen.at  
 

  
 
Since 1990 the Austrian Environmental Label (Umweltzeichen, UZ) of the Ministry of 
the Environment is used for the distinction of products of high ecological quality and 
is awarded on application and after auditing in about 50 different product categories. 
The Environmental Label is the only official Austrian eco label in the non-food area 

http://www.milieukeur.nl/�
http://www.blauer-engel.de/�
http://www.umweltzeichen.at/�
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and is very widely known and recognized. The Austrian Ecolabel addresses itself 
primarily to consumers but also to manufacturers and public procurement. The 
ecolabel provides consumers with guidance in order to choose products or services 
with least hazard to the environment or health. The ecolabel draws the consumers’ 
attention to aspects of environment, health and quality (fitness for use). 
 
 
NF Environnement – French Eco-label 
http://www.marque-nf.com  
 

 
 
The NF Environnement mark is a voluntary certification mark issued by 
AFNOR Certification. This mark, which was created in 1991, is the official 
French ecological certification. It is awarded to products that have a reduced 
effect on the environment while offering an equivalent performance. To be 
issued the NF Environnement mark, the product must comply with ecological 
and fitness for purpose criteria. These criteria are the result of negotiations 
between representatives of manufacturers, consumer, environmental 
protection and distributor associations and public authorities. The use of 
products bearing the NF Environnement mark, as of those marked with the 
European Eco-label, contributes to ecologically responsible consumer 
behaviour. 
  
 
Environmental Friendly Products - The Czech Republic Eco-label  
http://www.ekoznacka.cz  
http://www.ekoznacka.cz/web/www/web-pub-en.nsf/$pid/MZPMSFIV4BG7  
 

 
 
The National Programme for Labelling Environmentally Friendly Products was 
declared on 14 April 1994. The eco-label of the Czech Republic and the National 
Programme for Labelling Environmentally Friendly Products are subject to the 
international technical standard ISO 14024. The goal of the eco-labelling system is 
to: 
 
- Select groups of products – “product categories” – for which the negative 

impact on the environment can be reduced; 
- Specify a set of requirements – “criteria” – which the products within a given 

group must meet; 
- Award the eco-label to products which meet the given criteria, the eco-label is 

awarded in the form of a license agreement; 
- Verify compliance of the actual properties of the products with the specified 

requirements and compliance with the license agreement.  
 
 

http://www.marque-nf.com/�
http://www.ekoznacka.cz/�
http://www.ekoznacka.cz/web/www/web-pub-en.nsf/$pid/MZPMSFIV4BG7�
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The Hungarian Eco-label 
http://www.kornyezetbarat-termek.hu/angism.htm 
 

 
 
In Hungary, the label certifies the “Environmentally Friendly” nature of products, 
technologies, and services. The HELO, wholly owned by the Ministry of Environment 
and Water, operates the certification system and authorizes the use of the label. 
 
 
The Polish Eco-label 
http://www.pcbc.gov.pl/ang/index1.htm  
 

 
 
The Polish Eco-label scheme is managed by the Polish Centre for Testing and 
Certification. 
 
 
National Programme of Environmental Assessment and Ecolabelling in 
the Slovak Republik (NPEHOV)   
http://www.enviro.gov.sk  
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/pdf/observers/slovakrep_geninfo.pdf  
 

 
 
This label includes requirements on quality, influence on human health, environment 
and consumer safety. 
 
 
The Swedish Confederation of Professional Employees 
http://www.tcodevelopment.com  
 

 
 
The Swedish Confederation of Professional Employees has a private label, TCO. 
TCO labelling introduced energy-saving requirements in 1992 and recycling 
requirements in 1995. The TCO labelling system focuses on the technical front with 
regard to emitted radiation, picture quality, the environment and energy. 
 
 

http://www.kornyezetbarat-termek.hu/angism.htm�
http://www.pcbc.gov.pl/ang/index1.htm�
http://www.enviro.gov.sk/�
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/pdf/observers/slovakrep_geninfo.pdf�
http://www.tcodevelopment.com/�
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Bra Miljöval 
http://www.naturskyddsforeningen.se 
 

 
 
Bra Miljöval is the ecolabel of The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC). 
It is referred to as "Good Environmental Choice" in English. SSNC started 
ecolabelling in 1988 on laundry detergent and paper. Currently the system covers 12 
product areas. SSNC’s ecolabelling of electricity delivery contracts started at the very 
beginning of 1996. Both supply and demand of the labelled services are expanding 
rapidly, also geographically. Since May 1998, the same criteria are working in 
Norway and Finland in cooperation with SSNC’s sister organizations.  
 
 
Environmental Choice New Zealand 
http://www.enviro-choice.org.nz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The New Zealand Ecolabelling Trust is a voluntary, multiple specifications based 
environmental labelling programme, which operates to international standards and 
principles. Initiated and endorsed by the New Zealand Government, Environmental 
Choice recognises the genuine moves made by manufacturers to reduce the 
environmental impacts of their products and provides a credible and independent 
guide for consumers who want to purchase products that are better for the 
environment. 
 
 
Thai Green Label Scheme 
http://www.tei.or.th/greenlabel  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Thai Green Label Scheme was initiated by the Thailand Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (TBCSD) in 1993 as a TBCSD council project.  It was 
formally launched in August 1994 by the Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) in 
association with the Ministry of Industry. 
 
The Thai Green Label Scheme applies to products and services, not including foods, 
drinks, and pharmaceuticals.  Products or services that meet the Thai Green Label 
criteria can carry the Thai Green Label.  Participation in the scheme is voluntary.  

http://www.naturskyddsforeningen.se/�
http://www.enviro-choice.org.nz/�
http://www.tei.or.th/greenlabel�
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The scheme has been developed to promote the concept of resource conservation, 
pollution reduction, and waste management.  
 
 
Korea Eco-Label 
http://www.koeco.or.kr  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Korea Eco-labelling Program is undertaken by governments and agencies in 
approximately 40 countries, including Korea, EU, Nordic Council, Canada, Japan. 
Korea joined GEN in 1997, and has been an active member since. Korea Eco-Label 
Acts on the Promotion of the Purchase of Environment-Friendly Products. 
 
 
Green Label:  Israel 
http://sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=vi
ew&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWho=Articals^l5011&enZone=vol_standard  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Standards Institution of Israel published a standard for ecological labelling, 
known as the Green Label, in 1994. The green label is granted by the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection and the Standards Institution of Israel to products or 
services with reduced environmental impact in comparison to comparable products 
or services. It is granted when a product meets environmental criteria in such realms 
as waste reduction, energy savings, reduction of hazardous substances use, 
utilization of recycled materials, and reduction of packaging. 
 
 
Green Mark 
http://greenliving.epa.gov.tw  
 

 
 
 
 
 

This label from Taiwan promotes the concept of recycling, pollution reduction and 
resource conservation. 
 
 

http://www.koeco.or.kr/�
http://sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWho=Articals^l5011&enZone=vol_standard�
http://sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_BlankPage&enDisplay=view&enDispWhat=Object&enDispWho=Articals^l5011&enZone=vol_standard�
http://greenliving.epa.gov.tw/�


37 
 
 

 

China Environmental Labelling Programme 
http://www.greencouncil.org  

 
 
 
 

 
 
In 2003, the China Environmental Labelling Program was lauched by the 
Environmental Protection Administration Environmental Certification Centre (SEPA). 
They had developed a set of technical criteria for each product category of the 
Scheme and each product has to be independently assessed by undertaking On-site 
Inspection and Sample Product Testing, and the test results will be subjected to 
review and approval. It has adopted international standards and fulfills the 
technological requirement of environmental products proclaimed by the National 
Environmental Protection Bureau. 
 
The China Environmental Labelling Program assists the general public to become 
more environmentally responsible in their everyday life by raising their awareness 
and promotes green consumerism. It also assists enterprises not to be wasteful in 
using resources and non-renewable energy, encourages the development and 
production of green products which are friendly to the environment and not harmful to 
human beings. It also enables enterprises in China to gain a competitive edge in 
international trade. 
 
 
AGIR Eco Planète range 
http://www.carrefour.com/cdc/responsible-commerce/our-commitment-to-the-
environment/developing-responsible-products  
 

 
 
The Group Carrefour has developed the Carrefour Agir Éco Planète range, 
which comprises products that are certified (European Ecolabel, FSC, 
MSC…) or which carry an external support. Carrefour also offers numerous 
national-brand products and/or environmentally-friendly products, including 
recycled or certified paper, water savers, energy saving products and more. 
All products in the Carrefour organic line are inspected and certified by an 
independent certification organization and must meet organic farming 
specifications (no chemical fertilizers, no synthetic pesticides). 
 
 

http://www.greencouncil.org/�
http://www.carrefour.com/cdc/responsible-commerce/our-commitment-to-the-environment/developing-responsible-products�
http://www.carrefour.com/cdc/responsible-commerce/our-commitment-to-the-environment/developing-responsible-products�
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Ecomark Scheme of India 
http://envfor.nic.in/cpcb/ecomark  
 

 
 
To increase consumer awareness, the Government of India launched the eco-
labelling scheme known as `Ecomark' in 1991 for easy identification of environment-
friendly products. Any product which is made, used or disposed of in a way that 
significantly reduces the harm it would otherwise cause the environment could be 
considered as Environment-Friendly Product.  
 
 
LEAF 
http://www.leafuk.org/leafuk  

 
 
 
 
 

The LEAF organisation in the UK demonstrates Integrated Farm Management (IFM) 
principles through a nationwide network of volunteer Demonstration Farms carrying 
out IFM and showing other farmers how to adopt it. They provide living and working 
examples of how Integrated Farming can produce affordable food in harmony with 
the environment. They also provide a regional insight into the best local approach to 
IFM. A programme of visits to each farm goes on throughout the year - not only for 
farmers but to anyone interested in how their food is produced. LEAF works globally 
and has members and LEAF Marque certified farms in many countries giving 
consumers the ability to choose food grown to Integrated Farm Management farming 
principles from around the globe. 
 
 
Soil Association Organic Standard 
http://www.soilassociation.org  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Soil Association was founded in 1946 in the UK by a group of farmers, scientists 
and nutritionists who observed a direct connection between farming practice and 
plant, animal, human and environmental health. The Soil Association exists to 
research, develop and promote sustainable relationships between the soil, plants, 
animals, people and the biosphere, in order to produce healthy food and other 
products while protecting and enhancing the environment. Today the Soil Association 
is a UK's organic organisation, with over 180 staff based in Bristol headquarters, in 
regional centres and working as certification inspectors across the country. 
 
 

http://envfor.nic.in/cpcb/ecomark�
http://www.leafuk.org/leafuk�
http://www.soilassociation.org/�
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Stemilt 
http://www.stemilt.com  
 
 
 

                
 
Stemilt Growers is a private company that establishes agreements with farmers to 
store, pack and market fruit. Stemilt also owns its own orchards and manages some 
growers. The Responsible Choice label program began in 1989. The Stemilt label 
indicates that fruit has been produced under the Responsible Choice Program. The 
Responsible Choice program certifies fruit orchards and the packing/handling of that 
fruit for integrated pest management (IPM). Stemilt uses a "measure of safety" to 
categorize pesticides into three tiers. Pesticides in the highest tier are prohibited from 
use. There is no policy regarding the use of genetic engineering but Stemilt states 
that it is not using it at this time. Stemilt forms agreements with farmers on an annual 
basis and obtains fruit exclusively from these farmers and Stemilt orchards. In 2008, 
Stemilt introduced a new logo for the Responsible Choice program. It reflects the 
company’s promise to be good stewards of the land, water and community— with the 
ultimate goal of protecting the environment and helping to make agriculture a 
sustainable business for future generations. 
 
 
Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand 
http://www.nzwine.com/swnz/index.html  
 

 
 
Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand provides the framework for companies to 
continually work towards improving all aspects of their performance in terms of 
environmental, social and economic sustainability in both the vineyard and the 
winery. Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand was developed to: 
 
- Provide a “best practice” model of environmental practices in the vineyard 

and winery; 
- Guarantee better quality assurance from the vineyard through to the bottle; 
- Address consumer concerns in matters pertaining to the environment and 

winegrape production. 
 
 
China Water Conservation Certification 
http://www.cecp.org.cn  
 

 
 
CECP was officially founded in October 1998. CECP was one of the organizations 

http://www.stemilt.com/�
http://www.nzwine.com/swnz/index.html�
http://www.cecp.org.cn/�
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charged with responsibility for fulfilling the requirements of the "Energy Conservation 
Law" of the People’s Republic of China. CECP is a non-profit organization with 
independent legal status in charge of the organization, management and 
implementation of the certification for energy conservation products, water saving 
products and environmental-friendly products and operates under the leadership of a 
Management Committee. In 1998, CECP began the energy conservation certification 
program and expanded to more than ninety product categories covering home 
appliances, lighting, electronic, office equipments, industrial products, water saving 
products and environmental-friendly products. 
 
 
Protected Harvest 
http://www.protectedharvest.org  
 

 
 
Protected Harvest evolved out of an unprecedented collaboration of the World 
Wildlife Fund, the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association, and the 
University of Wisconsin. In 2001, Protected Harvest was established as an 
independent certification organization, with the principal mission of advancing and 
certifying the use of sustainable agriculture practices through the development of 
stringent, transparent, and quantifiable standards. Today, 10,000 acres of 
Wisconsin’s potatoes are enrolled in Protected Harvest’s certification program, and 
Healthy Grown® Potatoes, displaying Protected Harvest’s certification seal, are 
featured in supermarkets throughout the Midwest and East Coast of the United 
States. The project is working to expand the range of crops, improve the soil and 
water quality standards, and add new environmental performance areas, including 
wildlife habitat, ecosystem health, and air quality standards.  
 
 
Certified Biodegradable 
http://www.scscertified.com  
 
 

 
 
Scientific Certification Systems (SCS) is an independent certifier of the certified 
biodegradation program. SCS requires information on the formulation of the product 
and test results from either the entire product or each of the individual ingredients. It 
must show that the product will biodegrade in the environment when used as 
directed, that it (or its breakdown products) will not be toxic to aquatic organisms, that 
it does not contain phosphates or other compounds that contribute to eutrophication 
(an excess of nutrients, leading to overgrowth of plant matter and depletion of oxygen 
in water bodies), and that the ingredients will not adversely impact the environment 
by displacing other harmful substances (e.g. heavy metals) already present. SCS’s 
standards require testing using an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) test (or 
other validated test) to show 70% biodegradation within 28 days into carbon dioxide, 
water, and minerals under conditions where oxygen is present. SCS also requires 
EPA tests or other validated tests to ensure that whatever material is left after 
biodegradation is not toxic to aquatic organisms. 
 

http://www.protectedharvest.org/�
http://www.scscertified.com/�
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100% Recycled Paperboard Alliance 
http://www.rpa100.com  
 

 
 
The 100% Recycled Paperboard Alliance (RPA-100%) is an independent, non-profit 
trade alliance headquartered in Washington, D.C. RPA-100% brings together leading 
100% recycled paperboard manufacturers to analyze the benefits and promote the 
use of 100% recycled paperboard. RPA-100% serves as an information resource on 
the benefits of recycled paperboard and provides assurance of the recycled content 
of packaging through its 100% recycled paperboard licensing program. RPA-100% 
accomplishes this through the following activities: 
 
- Educating companies on the value and performance of 100% recycled 

paperboard;  
- Promoting companies’ conversions to 100% recycled paperboard; and  
- Encouraging companies to include the appropriate labeling on 100% recycled 

paperboard packaging.  
 
 

Organics 
 
 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) 
http://www.ifoam.org  

 
 
 

IFOAM is the worldwide umbrella organization for the organic movement, uniting 
more than 750 member organizations in 108 countries. It focuses on production and 
processing of agricultural products that provide assurance of adherence to organic 
standards. The Principles of Organic Agriculture serve to inspire the organic 
movement in its full diversity. They guide IFOAM's development of positions, 
programs and standards. Furthermore, they are presented with a vision of their 
worldwide adoption. Organic agriculture is based on the principles of health, ecology, 
fairness and care. IFOAM serves as a framework for national and international 
certification bodies and standard-setting organizations. As such, understanding the 
IFOAM Basic Standard serves as a key to understanding the basic elements of 
organic standards over the world. 
 
These are some labels accredited as organic certifiers by the IFOAM. This is not an 
exhaustive list and the full list of IFOAM member can be found at 
http://www.ifoam.org/organic_world/directory/index.html  
 
 

 

http://www.rpa100.com/�
http://www.ifoam.org/�
http://www.ifoam.org/organic_world/directory/index.html�
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BioGro 
http://www.biogro.co.nz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BioGro is New Zealand's leading organic certification agency. Established in 1983, 
BioGro now certifies over 900 operations across New Zealand's primary production, 
processing, farm input supply, export, and retail sectors.  
 
 
Krav 
http://www.krav.se/sv/System/Spraklankar/In-English  

 
 
KRAV is a key player in the organic market in Sweden. It develops organic 
standards, inspects to these standards and promotes the KRAV label. The label is a 
tool to implement “The goal of organic production ” into the entire chain of custody 
from production of raw materials to the consumer (for food and other agricultural 
products). Standards encompass many factors so that the entire production system 
and the surrounding environment are considered. Social justice and social rights are 
an integral part of the standards as are Biological mechanisms.  
 
 
Australian Certified Organic (ACO) 
http://www.australianorganic.com.au 
 

 
 
ACO is a large Australia certifier for organic and biodynamic produce. ACO is a fully 
owned subsidiary of Biological Farmers of Australia (BFA: www.bfa.com.au). The 
ACO logo (affectionately known, as the ‘bud’) carries with it the ability to market 
organic produce on both domestic and international markets. The logo is well 
recognised both in Australia, and now in increasingly key areas such as Asia, Europe 
and the US. ACO currently certifies about 55% of the Australian organic industry and 
it is estimated the logo appears on about 70% of all certified organic product in 
Australia. ACO is accredited to certify organic operations in Australia, Europe, Japan, 
USA, Switzerland, the UK and has official recognition by Quebec Qua. 
 
 

http://www.biogro.co.nz/�
http://www.krav.se/sv/System/Spraklankar/In-English�
http://www.australianorganic.com.au/�
http://www.bfa.com.au/�
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Organic Agriculture Association (OAA) - Albania 
http://www.organic.org.al  
 

 
 
 
Organización Internacional Agropecuaria - Argentina 
http://www.oia.com.ar  
 

 
 
 
FruitFull – Armenia 
http://www.fafarmenia.org  

 
 
 
Bio Austria 
http://www.bio-austria.at  
 

 
 
 
Ganja Agribusiness Association (GABA) - Azerbaijan 
http://www.gaba-az.org  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Fundación AGRECOL Andes - Bolivia 
http://www.agrecolandes.org  
 

 
 
 

http://www.organic.org.al/�
http://www.oia.com.ar/�
http://www.fafarmenia.org/�
http://www.bio-austria.at/�
http://www.gaba-az.org/�
http://www.agrecolandes.org/�
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Green Cross - Burkina Faso 
http://gci.ch  
 
 

 
 
 
Ecocert - Canada 
http://www.ecocertcanada.com  

 
 
 
Biovega - Croatia 
http://www.biovega.hr  

 
 
 
Company for the Inspection & Certification of Organic Products - Cyprus 
http://www.dionet.gr  

 
 
 
Association of Ecological Farmers – Czech Republic 
http://www.pro-bio.cz  
 

   
 
 
Egyptian Center of Organic Agriculture (ECOA) 
http://www.ecoa.com.eg  
 

 
 
 

http://gci.ch/�
http://www.ecocertcanada.com/�
http://www.biovega.hr/�
http://www.dionet.gr/�
http://www.pro-bio.cz/�
http://www.ecoa.com.eg/�
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Finfood Organic - Finland 
http://www.finfood.fi/luomu  
 

 
 
 
Biological Farming Association "ELKANA" - Georgia 
http://www.elkana.org.ge  
 

 
 
 
Eloc Farms Limited - Ghana 
http://www.bio-hellas.gr  

 
 
 
Qways - Greece 
http://www.qways.gr  

 
 
 
Vecinos – Guatemala 
http://www.vmgua.org  
 

 
 
 
Magyar Ökogazdálkodók Szövetsége (MÖSZ) - Hungary 
http://www.hunorgfarm.hu 

 
 
 

http://www.finfood.fi/luomu�
http://www.elkana.org.ge/�
http://www.bio-hellas.gr/�
http://www.qways.gr/�
http://www.vmgua.org/�
http://www.hunorgfarm.hu/�
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Bændasamtök Íslands - Iceland 
http://www.bondi.is  
 

 
 
 
Organic Farming Association of India (OFAI) 
http://www.ofai.org  
 

 
 
 
Biomor - Israel 
http://www.biomor.com  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Macedonian Association for Organic Food - Macedonia 
http://www.maof.org  
 

 
 
 
Kanchanjangha Tea Estate (KTE) – Nepal 
http://www.organickte.com  
 
 

 
 
 
Organic Agriculture Project in Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria (OAPTIN) - 
Nigeria 
http://www.unaab.edu.ng  
 
 

 
 

http://www.bondi.is/�
http://www.ofai.org/�
http://www.biomor.com/�
http://www.maof.org/�
http://www.organickte.com/�
http://www.unaab.edu.ng/�
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Nature Farming Research and Development Foundation (NFRDF) - 
Pakistan 
http://www.nfrdf.com.pk  
 

 
 
 
Alter Trade Corporation (ATC) - Philippines 
http://www.altertradegroup.com.ph  
 

 
 
 
Organic Producers & Processors Association of Zambia (OPPAZ) - 
Zambia 
http://www.oppaz.org.zm 
 

 
 
 
European Union Regulation No. 834/2007 on Organic Production and 
Labelling of Organic Products  
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/splash_en  
 

 
 
The European Commission initially adopted Council Regulation No. 2092/91 to 
officially recognize the notion of organic farming in certain member states. 
 
Organic farming is an agricultural system that seeks to provide the consumer with 
fresh, tasty and authentic food while respecting natural life-cycle systems. 
 
The standard is for all stages of production, preparation and distribution of organic 
products and their control in addition to the use of indications referring to organic 
production in labelling and advertising. 
 
Conformance to the EU Regulation No. 834/2007 requires a management system 
that addresses all aspects of organic production, processing, labelling, and 

http://www.nfrdf.com.pk/�
http://www.altertradegroup.com.ph/�
http://www.oppaz.org.zm/�
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/splash_en�


 

 

48

marketing within the framework of a system that does not allow for commingling or 
contamination of organic products with non-approved substances.  
 
 
United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
http://www.ams.usda.gov  
http://www.organicguide.com/united-states/organic-certification-and-labelling-in-the-
united-states  
 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service 
administers programs that facilitate the efficient, fair marketing of U.S. agricultural 
products, including food, fiber, and specialty crops. The National Organic Program 
(NOP) develops, implements, and administers national production, handling, and 
labelling standards for organic agricultural products. The NOP also accredits the 
certifying agents (foreign and domestic) who inspect organic production and handling 
operations to certify that they meet USDA standards. The USDA Organic seal is an 
assurance that the food purchased is in fact organic, at 100 percent. The standards 
cover every aspect of organic farming, processing, transportation, labelling and 
packaging. The standards specifically preclude the use of synthetic pesticides, 
herbicides and fungicides, antibiotics, growth hormones, sewage sludge, artificial 
fertilizers, GMOs and irradiation. Since 21 October 2002, every product sold in the 
United States claiming organic status, whether domestic or imported, has been 
required to adhere to the USDA’s National Organic Program. 
 
Definitions: 
 
100% Organic 
 
According to USDA’s national organic standard, products labeled as “100 percent 
organic” can only contain organically produced ingredients. Products containing 
100% organic ingredients can display the USDA Organic logo and / or the certifying 
agent's logo. 
 
Organic 
 
To be labeled as "organic," 95% of the ingredients must be organically grown and the 
remaining 5% must come from non-organic ingredients that have been approved on 
the National List. These products can also display the USDA organic logo and/or the 
certifier’s logo. 
 
Made With Organic Ingredients 
 
Food products labeled as "made with organic ingredients" must be made with at least 
70% organic ingredients, three of which must be listed on the back of the package 
and again, the remaining 30% of the non-organic ingredients must be approved on 
the National List. These products may display the certifier’s logo but not the USDA 
organic logo. 
 
Some labels accredited as organic certifiers by the USDA: 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/�
http://www.organicguide.com/united-states/organic-certification-and-labelling-in-the-united-states�
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Aurora 
www.demeter-usa.org 
 

       
 
 
Baystate 
www.baystateorganic.org 
 

 
 
 
California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF) 
www.ccof.org 
 

 
 
 
California Crop Improvement Association (CCIA) 
www.ccia.ucdavis.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
California Organic Farmers Association (COFA) 
www.cofa.net 
 

 
 
 

http://www.demeter-usa.org/�
http://www.baystateorganic.org/�
http://www.ccof.org/�
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Certified Organics Incorporated 
www.certifiedorginc.org  
 

 
 
 
The Colorado State Department of Agriculture 
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Agriculture-Main/CDAG/1167928162828  
 

 
 
 
Georgia Crop Improvement Association 
www.certifiedseed.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Global Organic Alliance (GOA) 
www.goa-online.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.certifiedorginc.org/�
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Guaranteed Organic Certification Agency 
http://www.goca.ws  
 

 
 
 
Hawaii Organic Farmers Association 
http://www.hawaiiorganicfarmers.org  
 

 
 
 
Idaho - Certified Organic 
www.agri.state.id.us  
 

 
 
 
Indiana Certified Organic 
www.indianacertifiedorganic.com  
 

 
 
 
Integrity Certified International 
www.newfarm.org/ocdbt/displayCert.php?id=62 
 

 
 
 

http://www.goca.ws/�
http://www.hawaiiorganicfarmers.org/�
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The Iowa Department of Agriculture 
www.agriculture.state.ia.us 
 
 

 
 
 
Maharishi Vedic Organic Agriculture 
www.mvoai.org 
 

 
 
 
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association  
http://www.mofga.org  
 

 
 
 
Maryland Dept of Agriculture 
http://www.mda.state.md.us  

 
 
 
Midwest Organic Services Association 
http://www.mosaorganic.org  
 

 
 
 

http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/�
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Minnesota Crop Improvement Association 
http://www.mncia.org  
 

 
 
 
Montana Department of Agriculture 
http://agr.mt.gov/organic/Program.asp  
 

 
 
 
Monterey County Certified Organic 
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/ag/mcco.htm 
 

 
 
 
Natural Food Certifiers (NFC) 
http://www.nfccertification.com/organic-industry.html  
 

      (NFC “Apple K”: Kosher certification) 
 
 
Nevada Dept of Agriculture 
http://agri.nv.gov/PLANT_OrganicPgm.htm 
 

 
 
 

http://www.mncia.org/�
http://agr.mt.gov/organic/Program.asp�
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New Hampshire Dept of Agriculture, Market, & Foods Organic Program 
http://www.nh.gov/agric/index.htm  
 

 
 
 
NMOCC - Certified Organic 
http://www.nmocc.state.nm.us 
 

 
 
 
NOFA-NY - Certified Organic 
http://nofany.org/index.html 
 

 
 
 
NutriClean and Certified Organic 
http://www.nutricleancertified.com  
 

    
 
 

http://www.nh.gov/agric/index.htm�
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OEFFA - Certified Organic 
http://www.oeffa.com 
 

 

Oklahoma Dept of Agriculture - Certified Organic 
http://www.oda.state.ok.us  
 

 
 
 
Oregon Tilth - Certified Organic (OTCO) 
http://www.tilth.org  
 

 
 
 
Organic Crop Improvement Association (OCIA) - Certified Organic 
www.ocia.org  
 

 
 
 
Pennsylvania Certified Organic (PCO) 
http://www.paorganic.org  
 

 

http://www.oeffa.com/�
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http://www.tilth.org/�
http://www.ocia.org/�
http://www.paorganic.org/�


 

 

56

Quality Assurance International 
www.qai-inc.com 
 

 
Quality Certification Services 
http://www.qcsinfo.org  
 

 
 
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
http://www.dem.ri.gov  
 

 
 
 
Texas State Dept of Agriculture - Certified Organic 
www.agr.state.tx.us  
 

 
 
 
Vermont Organic Farmers 
http://www.nofavt.org  
 

 
 

http://www.qai-inc.com/�
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WSDA Organic 
http://agr.wa.gov 
 

 
 
 
Certified Naturally Grown 
http://www.naturallygrown.org  
 

 
 
 
Naturland E.V 
http://www.naturland.de  
 

 
 
Naturland is a global label that promotes organic agriculture over 46 000 members. 
The Naturland trademark is protected both in Germany and abroad. Naturland is the 
proprietor of the registred and protected Naturland trademark. It is applied all over 
the world, identifying the produce bearing it as being high quality, organically 
produced and processed products, inspected at every stage of production. Farmers 
and processors supply produce conforming to Naturland’s standards: from 
organically cultivated apples to fish, from organic agriculture to T-shirts made of 
organic cotton. 
 
 
Bio Suisse 
http://www.bio-suisse.ch  
 

 
 
Bio Suisse is the umbrella association of more than 30 organic farming organizations 
and about 6300 farms engaging in organic production in Switzerland (including 42 
farms in Liechtenstein). About 11% of Switzerland’s farmland is already cultivated to 
Bio Suisse standards. The Bud is the registered trade mark of Bio Suisse. The 
prerequisite for the use of the Bud is a valid contract with Bio Suisse and compliance 
with Bio Suisse standards for the production, processing and trading of organic 

http://agr.wa.gov/�
http://www.naturallygrown.org/�
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farming products. The Bio Suisse standards define the principles for the processing 
of Bud-labelled products: all ingredients from certified organic sources, non 
aggressive processing, minimal use of additive and processing aids, environmentally 
friendly  packaging material, licence contract concluded with Bio Suisse. 
 
 
Organic Farmers Growers 
http://www.organicfarmers.org.uk  
 

 
 
Organic Farmers & Growers Ltd is one of a number of certification bodies accredited 
by Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and is approved to 
inspect organic production and processing in the UK. It operates across Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, as well as the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. As a Defra 
-approved certification body Organic Farmers & Growers has established its own 
Organic Assurance Scheme and is able to inspect and certify the following types of 
operations: arable and livestock farms and horticultural units; farm processing; food 
processors, abattoirs, wholesalers and retailers; importers of organic products from 
EU member states and third countries; animal feed compounders; other operations 
that involve non-organic products, which are approved for use in organic production, 
such as approved fertilisers and composts; non-food products such as organic 
textiles and cosmetic and bodycare products. 
 
 
China Organic Food Certification 
http://www.ofcc.org.cn/sites/ofcc  
 

 
 
The mission of the organisation is to promote the development of organic 
agriculture and organic food in China. China Organic Food Certification 
Centre (COFCC) is a professional organization responsible for organic food 
certification and management under the Ministry of Agriculture of P.R. China. 
COFCC has been registered in the Bureau of Industry and Commerce, and 
has its own legal personality. In line with organic food certification standard 
and relevant laws and regulations, COFCC provides organic food certifying 
and training services. In COFCC's management, not only international 
common practices are adopted, but also the actual situation of China is taken 
into full consideration.  
 
 

http://www.organicfarmers.org.uk/�
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Luomuliitto - The Ladybird label 
http://www.luomuliitto.fi  
 

 
 
 
 
 

This Finland’s label is granted to farmers, food processors and farm input 
manufacturers who produce organic products according to the standards of 
Luomuliitto. The standards require a certified quality control system and that 
at least 75 per cent of the ingredients of the labelled products are of Finnish 
origin. 
 
 
Biosiegel 
http://www.biosiegel.de  
 

 
 
 
All agricultural products produced according to the requirements outlined in the EU 
Regulation on Organic Farming, as referenced in the German Organic Food 
Labelling Act, are permitted to use the Bio-Siegel label. At present, the Bio-Siegel is 
the only organic or eco label in Germany protected by penal law. The use of this 
trademarked logo is regulated by the Eco Labelling Act and the Eco Labelling 
Regulation. At least 95% of the agricultural ingredients contained in processed 
products must come from organic production. 
 
 
Organic Certification and Labelling in Canada 
http://www.organicguide.com/canada/organic-certification-and-labelling-in-canada  
 

 
 
The Canadian Organic Production Systems Standard comprises “CAN/CGSB-32.310 
Organic Production Systems General Principles and Management Standards” and 
“CAN/CGSB-32.311 Organic Production Systems - Permitted Substances List”. 
Together, they describe the principles and management standards required of 
organic production systems as well as the list of substances permitted to be used in 
organic production. These are robust and comprehensive standards covering every 
aspect of organic production, from planning and production right through to labelling 
and packaging. All products bearing the logo are required to comply with the new 
Organic Product Regulations. Use of the logo will indicate that the product to which it 
is affixed has been certified as meeting the Canadian standard. 

http://www.luomuliitto.fi/�
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Certified Organic Associations of British Columbia 
http://www.certifiedorganic.bc.ca  

 
 
Certified Organic Associations of British Columbia (COABC) is a north American 
voluntary agri-food quality program sanctioned by the Government of British 
Columbia through the Organic Agricultural Products Certification Regulation. 
Agencies accredited by the COABC inspect and certify organic farms and facilities in 
British Columbia. The checkmark symbol or the phrase “British Columbia 
Certified Organic” on any product, means that it has been grown and 
processed meeting strict BC government-approved standards for organic farm 
production and processing. Those standards were developed by the COABC, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries. 
 
 
Quebec Organic Reference Standard 
http://www.cartvquebec.com/index.asp  
 

 
 
The Québec provincial organic standard has been developed by the Conseil des 
appellations agroalimentaires du Québec (CAAQ). It is the official provincial authority 
for managing and monitoring reserved agri-food appellations in Quebec. 
 
 
AB 
http://www.agencebio.org  

 

The label AB is a voluntary label exclusively owned by the French Ministry in charge 
of agriculture. The AB’s three rules are: 
 
- At least 95% of ingredients from the organic way of production, with 

agronomic and rearing practices that respect the environment and animal 
welfare; 

- Respect of French legislation; 
- Certification under the control of a body agreed by the French Authorities. 
 
 

http://www.certifiedorganic.bc.ca/�
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Bioland 
http://www.bioland.de  
 

 
 
Bioland was founded in Germany in 1971 by farmers who apply an organic farming 
method called “organic-biological farming”. Farmers gave themselves organic 
farming standards, which they continuously maintained, adapted and developed, so 
that it now includes all aspects of a modern ecological agricultural production, animal 
husbandry as well as food processing. It even spans further to specialties, e.g. bee-
keeping, fresh water fish production, decoration flowers. Bioland is a registered 
trademark all over Europe. The Bioland National Association is the sole holder of the 
Bioland trademark, contracting and certifying Bioland members and processors as 
well as defending and protecting the trademark against misuse in the market place. 
 
 
NSOP India Organic 
http://www.organicindia.com/organic-certifications.php  
 

 
 
 Indian National Standards for Organic Production & India Organic Logo is governed 
by Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA), which provides national standards for organic products through a National 
Accreditation Policy and Programme. The aims of the National Programme for 
organic production include:  
 
- To provide the means of evaluation of certification programmes for organic 

agriculture & products as per internationally approved criteria;  
- To accredit certification programmes;  
- To facilitate certification of organic products in conformity to the National 

Standards for Organic Products; 
- To encourage the development of organic farming and organic processing. 
 
 
Asure Quality Organic Standard 
http://www.asurequality.com  

 
 
The Oceania (Australia, New Zealand) Asure Quality Organic Standard is based on 
internationally recognised guidelines and is accredited by the International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM).  Its activities are: food 
testing, audit, inspections, verification and certifications against international 

http://www.bioland.de/�
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regulatory and retailer standards (such as GLOBALGAP, BRC and organic 
certification) for cross-supply chain processing and production operations. 
 
 
Wholesome Food Association (WFA) 
http://www.wholesome-food.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The WFA local symbol scheme (United Kingdom) is a low-cost, grassroots alternative 
to organic certification for people who are growing or producing food for sale in their 
local region. It is a network of growers, processors, suppliers and distributors of 
authentic, locally grown, wholesome food. They are a campaigning organisation, 
promoting smaller-scale, sustainable food production. There are three principles: 
 
- Wholesome food is grown and processed using sustainable, non-polluting 

methods as close as possible to those found in nature; 
- Wholesome food is, wherever possible, traded and consumed within a short 

distance of where it was grown; 
- Wholesome food is an integral part of life and community, rather than merely 

a commodity for profit. 

http://www.wholesome-food.org.uk/�
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SOCIAL EQUITY 
 
 

FAIR TRADE 
 
 
Fairtrade Labelling Organization 
http://www.fairtrade.net  
 

         
 
FLO is a non-profit, multi-stakeholder association involving 23 member 
organizations, traders and external experts. Indeed, FLO is the umbrella 
association of labelling Initiatives known as Max Havelaar, TransFair, 
Fairtrade Foundation, and other national names.  
 
The Fairtrade Labelling Organization International exists to improve the 
position of poor, small-scale, and marginalized producers in the developing 
countries by influencing the conditions of trade in their favour. The quality 
label stands for: guaranteed minimum prices that covers the cost of 
sustainable production and living, long-term trading relationships, acceptable 
working conditions, fairtrade projects, environmentally sound production. The 
Mark appears on a wide range of certified products, including coffee, tea, fruit, 
cotton and footballs, and composite products like biscuits which include a 
minium percentage of fairtrade ingredients. 
 
The Labelling Initiatives that founded FLO had originally all different logos. The 
decision to move to international standards and certification was accompanied by the 
creation of the International Fairtrade Certification Mark. Most FLO Labelling 
Initiatives (LIs) are now using the International Fairtrade Certification Mark, often with 
a strapline in their own language or the name of their organization. The Labelling 
Initiatives in Canada and the USA are still using their own logos.  
 

                                           
TransFair Canada          TransFair USA 
 
 

http://www.fairtrade.net/�
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The global network of Fair Trade Organizations 
http://www.ifat.org 
 

 
 
Launched in 2004 at the World Social Forum in Mumbai, India, the FTO Mark 
identifies registered Fair Trade Organizations worldwide. Over 120 member 
organizations have already qualified to use the mark. The FTO Mark is a quality 
mark: standards are being implemented regarding working conditions, wages, child 
labour and the environment. These standards are verified by self-assessment, 
mutual reviews and external verification. It demonstrates that an organization's 
trading activity is committed to continuing improvement.  
 
 
Ten Thousand Villages 
http://www.tenthousandvillages.com  
 

 
 
Ten Thousand Villages is a nonprofit fair trade organization that markets handcrafted 
products made by artisans from more than 130 artisan groups in 36 countries. Ten 
Thousand Villages comprises a global network of social entrepreneurs who strive to 
improve the livelihood of disadvantaged artisans by building a market for handmade 
products in North America. Fair trade provides under- and unemployed artisans with 
an opportunity to earn vital income and improve their quality of life by establishing a 
sustainable market for their handcrafted products.  
 
 
Equitrade 
http://www.equitrade.org  
 

 
 
The aim of this global label from UK is to end poverty through sustainable 
commercial international trade by developing trade in finished or part-finished 
products from poor nations to richer nations and by striving to remove barriers to 
international trade from poor nations to rich nations.  The starting point is the 
identification of products which have a sustainable competitive advantage for the 
poor nation and which are currently sold at high added value in richer nations. This 
added value must be shared equitably, i.e. in such a way that the added value funds 
the inward investment in knowledge transfer and technology needed in the poor 
nation and the development of products demanded by the richer nation. The intended 
outcome is: increased tax revenue in poor nations for health and education, 

http://www.ifat.org/�
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increased expertise in the poor nation in international trade, enhanced reputation and 
respect for poor nations, increased per capita wealth in poor nations, reduced 
economic migration, self-sustaining development and the end of poverty. 
 
 
Whole Trade™ Guarantee 
http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/products/wholetrade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Whole Trade program gives low-income producers entry into and stability within 
the global marketplace by ensuring better wages and safer working conditions for 
workers. It supports equitable systems of trade that are an investment in both farms 
and communities. The products in this program must meet specific criteria that 
demand quality in four areas of responsibility: 
 
- Meets high Quality Standards; 
- Provides more money to producers; 
- Ensures better wages and working conditions for workers; 
- Cares for the environment. 
 
Choosing Whole Trade products gives Whole Foods Market shoppers the opportunity 
to use their buying power to ensure a healthy working environment for producers in 
developing countries. And, with each purchase of those products, one percent of the 
retail price goes to the Whole Planet Foundation, which is creating real results in the 
fight against poverty. 
 
 
 

http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/products/wholetrade�
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CHILD LABOUR/ SOCIALLY JUST WORKING 
CONDITIONS 

 
 
WRAP  
http://www.wrapapparel.org/index.php  
 

 
 
WRAP is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to the certification of 
lawful, humane and ethical manufacturing throughout the world. The Apparel 
Certification Program’s objectives are to independently monitor and certify 
compliance with standards, ensuring that a given factory produces sewn goods under 
lawful, humane, and ethical conditions. It is not enough to subscribe to these 
principles; WRAP monitors the factory for compliance with detailed practices and 
procedures implied by adherence to standards. The standards are:  compliance with 
laws and workplace regulations, prohibition of forced labour, prohibition of child 
labour, prohibition of harassment or abuse, payment of compensation and benefits, 
respect of hours of work, prohibition of discrimination, a healthy and safe work 
environment, freedom of association and collective bargaining, respect of the 
environment, and the customs compliance and security. 
 
 
RUGMARK 
http://www.rugmark.org  
 

 
 
RugMark randomly inspects companies that agree to employ adults only. It provides 
an independent certification and rigorous inspection that informs that the rug is 
childlabor free. To receive the RugMark certification, manufacturers sign a legally 
binding contract to produce carpets without illegal child labour, to register all looms 
with the RugMark Foundation, to allow access to looms for unannounced 
inspections, to pay associated license fees. To protect against counterfeit labelling, 
each label is numbered so its origin can be traced back. As an extra assurance that 
children will not be employed, nonprofit child welfare organizations not affiliated with 
RugMark are given access to looms and factories inspected by RugMark.  
 
 

http://www.wrapapparel.org/index.php�
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STEP 
http://www.label-step.org  
 

 
 
STEP allocates the Fair Trade label to retailers of handmade carpets who commit 
themselves to actively work towards providing socially just conditions in the carpet 
industry. STEP partners agree to disclose their supply structure. This step permits an 
independent verification of producers to check whether they are keeping the code of 
conduct. The income from license fees of trade partners, finances not only the 
verification but also the development projects. 
 
 
Care & Fair 
http://www.care-fair.org  
 

 
 
This label is against illegal Child Labour in the carpet production and for the 
support of people working in the carpet production in India, Nepal and 
Pakistan. Their objectives are: 
 
- To create better living conditions and offer training possibilities carpet knotters 

and their children in the carpet industries of the countries of origin; 
- To make clear to manufacturers through co-operation and partnership that 

western buyers will no longer be willing to accept products originating from 
child labour or other socially unacceptable production; 

- To provide an example within industry and trade of the fact that taking on 
social responsibility serves everybody’s  well-being. 

 
To date, over 450 member companies worldwide have committed themselves to 
these goals.  
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HEALTH/SECURITY/ETHICS 
 
 
Business Social Compliance Initiative (BCSI) 
http://www.bsci-eu.org  
 

 
 
BSCI is an initiative of European retail companies initiated by the 
Foreign Trade Association (FTA) in Brussels. This is a private sector standard for 
European retail companies and associations. It focuses on labour standards of the 
International Labour Organization (ILO), the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
and national regulations. The BSCI offers a common approach for European 
commerce, provides standardized management Tools for all countries, supplies a 
database (information pool to optimise coordination of the process), is open to 
retailers, importers and manufacturers, covers all consumer goods, is transparent 
and involves stakeholders in Europe and supplier countries. 
 
 
Social Accountability 8000  
http://www.sa-intl.org  
 
 
 

                      
 
 
Certification by SGS            Certification by ALGI  
 
SAI is a non-profit organization dedicated to the development, implementation and 
oversight of voluntary, verifiable social accountability standards. It is worldwide a 
standard for products produced by companies that adhere to specific standards for 
working conditions and labour rights. The aim is to improve work environment and 
workers’ rights. The SA 8000 code of practice is broken down into nine 
essential areas: child labour, forced labour, health and safety, freedom of 
association and right to collective bargaining, discrimination, discipline, 
working hours, compensation an management Systems. 
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Label diversité 
www.afaq.org/label-diversite  
 

 
 
It is proves of a strong commitment for the chance equality, the fight against 
discrimination at work, and ensure the diversity. 
 
 
Label égalité professionnelle 
http://www.afaq.org/web/Espace_clients.nsf?opendatabase&URL=/web/afaqinstit.nsf
/volfr/serlabdiversite-som  
 

 
 
This label guarantees: 
 
-  A regular evaluation  
-  A useful tool to help companies in the field of professional equality and mix 
-  A recognized mark recognized by AFNOR certification. 
 
It is encouraged by the French State and the European Union. 
 
 
Flower Label Program 
http://www.fairflowers.de  
 

 
 
Flowers with the FLP-Label are produced in a way that cares for man and 
environment. As a joint initiative of human rights organisations, trade unions, flower 
producers and flower retailers the Flower Label Program implements social and 
environmental standards in flower production. FLP-certified farms have to fulfil the 
following criteria: living wages, freedom of association, non-discrimination, a ban on 
child labour and forced labour, health care, a ban on toxic pesticides, responsible 
handling of natural resources. The FLP-standard bases on the International Code for 
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the Production of Cut flowers. The criteria of FLP are controlled by independent 
auditors. Human rights organisations and unions have the right to make spot checks.  
 
 
B Corporation 
http://www.bcorporation.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The B Corporation designation, from the United States, is given to companies which 
meet a set of social and environmental standards (the B Rating System), and which 
amend their corporate governing documents to incorporate the interests of 
employees, community and the environment. 
 
 
Social Environmental and Ethical (SEE) Companies 
http://www.seecompanies.com   

 
 
 
 
 

The UK SEE Companies accreditation scheme identifies businesses that are 
transparent and accountable across a broad range of social, environmental, and 
ethical issues. To be accountable, businesses must be able to fully justify their 
actions. Accreditation is based on evaluation process and a questionnaire. Issues 
addressed by the scheme include: community relations, corporate governance, 
donations and payments, environment, human rights, marketplace ethics, and 
workforce. SEE companies include, for example, Graig Farm Organics, Greenfibres, 
the Better Food Company, or The Green Stationery Company. 
 
 
Reebok Human Rights 
http://www.reebok.com/Static/global/initiatives/rights/home.html  

 
 
In 1992, Reebok adopted worldwide production standards based on international 
principles, mandating the fair treatment of workers in the independent factories that 
make their products. 
 
The standards are the following: 
 
- Non-discrimination; 
- Working hours/overtime: workers shall not be required to work more than 60 

hours per week, including overtime, except in extraordinary circumstances; 
- No forced or compulsory labour; 

http://www.bcorporation.net/�
http://www.seecompanies.com/�
http://www.reebok.com/Static/global/initiatives/rights/home.html�
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- Fair wages and benefits to the extent appropriate in light of national practices 
and conditions. Reebok will not select business partners who pay less than 
the minimum wage required by applicable law or who pay less than the 
prevailing local industry wage; 

- No child labour: The term “child” refers to a person who is younger than 15 or 
younger than the age for completing compulsory education in the country of 
manufacture, whichever is higher; 

- Freedom of association; 
- Non-harassment; 
- Safe and healthy work environment; 
- Non-retaliation policy that permits factory workers to express their concerns 

about workplace conditions without fear of retribution or losing their jobs. 
 
 
OHSAS 18001 
http://www.sgs.com/ohsas_18001_2007___update.htm?serviceId=10059735&lobId=
5554#about_ohsas_18001 
 
 

                           
 

Certififation by AWM                   Certification by QSCert 
http://www.awm.net                      http://www.qscert.sk  
 
An OHSMS promotes a safe and healthy working environment by providing a 
framework that allows organizations to consistently identify and control its health and 
safety risks, reduce the potential for accidents, aid legislative compliance and 
improve overall performance. OHSAS 18001 is an internationally recognized 
assessment specification for occupational health and safety management systems. It 
was developed by a selection of leading trade bodies, international standards and 
certification bodies to address a gap where no third-party certifiable international 
standard exists. The following key areas are addressed by OHSAS 18001: 
 
- Hazard identification, risk assessment and determining controls; 
- Legal and other requirements; 
- Objectives and OHS programme(s); 
- Resources, roles, responsibility, accountability and authority; 
- Competence, training and awareness; 
- Communication, participation and consultation; 
- Operational control; 
- Emergency preparedness and response; 
- Performance measuring, monitoring and improvement. 
 
 

http://www.sgs.com/ohsas_18001_2007___update.htm?serviceId=10059735&lobId=5554#about_ohsas_18001�
http://www.sgs.com/ohsas_18001_2007___update.htm?serviceId=10059735&lobId=5554#about_ohsas_18001�
http://www.awm.net/�
http://www.qscert.sk/�
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SSW Social Label 
http://www.sqs.ch/en/index/leistungsangebot/lssw.htm 
 

 
 
The Foundation for a Socially Responsible Economy SSW social label is based on 
28 sets of criteria in the sphere of employees and stakeholders’ issues:  
 
- Company guidelines, information policy and participation; 
- General employment conditions, working hours, salary system; 
- Equal opportunities and family-friendly policies; 
- Apprenticeship and training places; continuous training; 
- Occupational health and safety; 

- External stakeholder relations with suppliers, customers, communities, the 
environment, shareholders. 

 
It targets private and public enterprises institutions of all industries (including non-
profit organisations) that wish to systematically enhance their social performance and 
to put their long-term improvement and development perspectives on a sound basis. 
 

http://www.sqs.ch/en/index/leistungsangebot/lssw.htm�


The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the joint agency of the World Trade Organization and the United Nations.

Street address
International Trade Centre
54-56 Rue de Montbrillant
1202 Geneva, Switzerland

P: +41 22 730 0111
F: +41 22 733 4439
E: itcreg@intracen.org
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